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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Apr. 23 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the National Science 
Board
April 22, 2004 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with 42 U.S.C. 1863(j)(1), I 

transmit herewith a report prepared for the 
Congress and the Administration by the 
National Science Board entitled, ‘‘Science 
and Engineering Indicators—2004.’’ This 
report represents the sixteenth in the series 

examining key aspects of the status of 
science and engineering in the United 
States.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
April 22, 2004. 

Remarks at Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Naples, 
Florida
April 23, 2004 

Thank you all very much. Thanks for 
coming. Please be seated if you have a 
chair. If you don’t have a chair, don’t be 
seated. [Laughter] So yesterday I was in 
Wells, Maine, talking about the environ-
ment, and my mother showed up. [Laugh-
ter] So today I am in South Florida talking 
about the environment, and my brother 
shows up. [Laughter] And you all showed 
up. Thanks for coming. It’s great to be 
here at the Rookery Bay Reserve. What 
a special place. I like to call it a little slice 
of heaven. 

This week we observed Earth Day. And 
one way to honor the day is to honor those 
citizens in our country who understand the 
definition of stewardship, citizens who work 
to make sure that our environment is as 
clean as possible. And that’s what we’re 
here to do today. 

It also happens to be National Volunteer 
Week. So, yes. And what is easy to under-
stand is one of the reasons why the Rook-
ery is such a place, is because of the volun-
teers who have come on a daily basis to 
make this a special place. My first task is 
to thank you for being such good stewards 
of Florida’s natural beauty. Thank you for 
not only protecting it, but thank you for 

enhancing it. And a person who gets a lot 
of credit for that is my brother. Jeb has 
been a—[applause].

I spent some quality time with Gary 
Lytton, who is the director here, by the 
way. Gary, I want to thank you for your 
service. Gary is a joyful person—[laugh-
ter]—because he likes what he’s doing, and 
he loves this part of the world. And it’s 
clear that there’s a great sense of ownership 
when you talk to Gary. Gary is interested 
in not only preserving beauty; he’s inter-
ested in learning as much as possible to 
share the knowledge across our country. 

He’s also pretty good about lining up 
these volunteers and making sure they 
work. [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Does Gary keep 
you working?’’ He said, ‘‘You bet.’’ [Laugh-
ter] That’s good. That’s called leadership. 
But Gary, thanks for what you’re doing. 
He tells me that much of the property 
bought here is a result of the bonding issue 
that Jeb pushed to make sure that much 
of the great State of Florida is protected 
and preserved throughout the years to 
come. I know there’s a lot of politics when 
it comes to the environment. But what I 
like to do is focus on results, and you’ve 
got yourself a results-oriented Governor 
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